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Nordic co-operation

Nordic co-operation is one of the world’s most extensive forms

of re-gional collaboration, involving Denmark, Finland, Iceland,
Norway, Sweden, and three autonomous areas: the Faroe Islands,
Greenland, and Aland.

Nordic co-operation has firm traditions in politics, the economy,
and culture. It plays an important role in European and
international col-laboration, and aims at creating a strong Nordic
community in a strong Europe.

Nordic co-operation seeks to safeguard Nordic and regional
interests and principles in the global community. Common Nordic
values help the region solidify its position as one of the world’s
most innovative and competitive.
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Preface

The Nordic countries have much in common - their way of life,
history, language and social structure. Many of these common
features and the results of their joint efforts may be described by
statistics. This is why the Nordic Council of Ministers publishes
the Nordic Statistical Yearbook.

Our ambition is to provide comparable statistics on the life in
the Nordic countries — to shed light on the similarities and the
differences. Against the background of globalization, data on
conditions in the Nordic in relation to other Western European
countries are also provided in a number of areas. The emphasis
has been on making the data easy to understand and relevant to
the way we live, and thus useful in many contexts.

There is free access to a data bank containing thousands
of figures describing the Nordic region. The databank can
be found at the Nordic Council of Ministers’ website, www.
norden.org. Data for the Yearbook are extracted from this
databank. It is also possible to download Nordic Statistical
Yearbook in pdf format at www.norden.org free of charge.

If errors are detected after the publishing deadline,
corrections to the page in question will be available at
www.norden.org.

Enjoy your reading!

Copenhagen, October 2009

Halldor Asgrimsson
Secretary General
Nordic Council of Ministers
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Forord

De nordiska landerna har mycket gemensamt — livsstil, histo-
ria, sprak och samhallsstruktur — vilket ligger till grund fér en
unik tradition av samarbete. Mycket av detta kan beskrivas med
statistik, vilket dr anledningen till att Nordiska ministerradet ger
ut Nordisk statistisk arsbok.

Ambitionen dr att presentera jamforbar statistik om livet och
livsvillkoren i de nordiska ldanderna — att belysa likheterna och
skillnaderna. | ljuset av globaliseringen behandlas ocksa de
nordiska landernas forhallande till det 6vriga Védsteuropa pa en
rad omraden. Stor vikt har lagts pa att gora uppgifterna latta att
forsta och relevanta for det satt pa vilket vi lever. Pa sa vis kan
boken fa manga anvdandningsomraden.

Der finns fri tillgang till en databas med tusentals siffror om-
kring Norden, som ger otaliga mojligheter till intressanta ana-
lyser. Databasen finns pa Nordiska ministerradets webbplats
www.norden.org. Uppgifterna i arsboken kommer fran denna
databas. Det dr ocksa majligt att kostnadsfritt ldsa boken i
pdf-format pa hemsidan.

Eventuella rattelser till fel som upptdcks efter bokens publice-
ring kommer att finnas tillgangliga pa www.norden.org.

Mycket ndje med lasningen!

Kopenhamn i oktober 2009

-y

i et

Halldor Asgrimsson
Generalsekreterare
Nordiska ministerradet
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Fdardarna:
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