Pat the Cope Gallagher (Svar pa replik)

Coming from an island, the Island of Ireland, | realize the importance of
fisheries to coastal regions and coastal states, where there is no alternative
source of employment. | think all of us can agree on this. We might disagree
when it comes to mackerel, discards, total allowable catches or quotas, but
| believe all of us agree that there must be sustainability. We are presently
the custodians of the stocks of fish that are in our waters, whether they are
European waters or coastal state waters, and we must protect those.
Sustainability is something which all of us can accept.

In relation to discards, as you know, we are reviewing the Common
Fisheries Policy at the moment, and we are putting a lot of emphasis on
discards. But it is almost popular to suggest that we should ban discards
completely. That is not practical. We must act in a practical way. My first
recommendation is that we must minimize the amount of discards that we
are landing. Therefore, funding should be provided for bigger meshes and
nets, to leave the fish in the water to allow it to develop. If we take all white
fish, there will be no fish there for the future. This is something that we are
dealing with, and hopefully, we can find consensus that will be acceptable
to all.

Skandinavisk oversettelse:

Jag kommer fran en 6, Irland, och inser fiskets betydelse for kustregioner
och kuststater dar det inte finns nagon alternativ kalla till sysselsattning. Jag
tror att vi alla kan halla med om detta. Vi ma vara oense nar det galler
makrill, utkast av fisk, totala tillatna fangstmangder eller -kvoter, men jag
tror vi alla kan halla med om att det behdvs hallbarhet. Vi har i dag ansvaret



for fiskbestanden som finns i vara vattenomraden, om de sedan ar
europeiska vattenomraden eller kuststaters vattenomraden, och vi maste
skydda dem. Hallbarhet ar nagot vi alla kan acceptera.

Nar det galler utkast av fisk ser vi som bast 6ver den gemensamma
fiskepolitiken, som ni vet, och vi lagger stor vikt vid utkast. Men det ar
nastan populart att féresla att vi forbjuder utkast helt och hallet. Det &r inte
praktiskt. Vi maste handla pa ett praktiskt satt. Min forsta rekommendation
ar att vi maste minimera mangden utkast som vi fangar. Darfér borde det
ges finansiering for storre natmaskor och nat som lamnar fisken kvar |
vattnet och later den véaxa. Om vi fangar all vitfisk kommer det inte att finnas
nagon fisk i framtiden. Detta ar nagot som vi arbetar med, och
forhoppningsvis kan vi finna en konsensus som ar acceptabel for alla.
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