250. (Indlaeg)

Mr President! Dear colleagues! On behalf of the Benelux Parliament, in my
capacity as President of the Benelux Parliament, | would like to express my
gratitude to the host of the Nordic Council for inviting the delegation of the
Benelux Parliament. Our context with the Nordic Council and the Baltic
Assembly is one of the most successful forms of interparliamentary
cooperation.

It is an honour for me to be here today at the 74th plenary session of the
Nordic Council, where the emphasis of the discussion will be on security,
the war in Ukraine, and the energy and climate crises. In European
strategy, autonomy is goal number one for our generation. Driven by the
geostrategic urgency and Europe's green ambition, the Benelux promotes
the future for development from hydrogen energy. On 16 June 2022 we
adopted a recommendation on the hydrogen strategy.

After two years when we suffered from the pandemic, our parliamentary
discussions are now overshadowed by the tragic events in Ukraine. At the
parliamentary session in March 2022, the Benelux Parliament strongly
condemned the armed aggression of the Russian Federation against
Ukraine. In a statement adopted on 21 October 2022, the Benelux
Parliament condemned the illegal annexation by the Russian Federation of
four provinces in Ukraine.

In the framework of interregional cooperation, we need to examine to which
extent further cooperation can be developed in the field of interregional
defence cooperation and in the field of protection of cyberspace and
information space against disinformation and cyber attacks from the



Russian Federation. At our plenary session in December 2022, interregional
defence cooperation will be the subject of a topical debate. Our colleagues
from the Nordic Council, the Baltic Assembly and the NATO Parliamentary
Assembly will be invited to join this debate. I'm convinced that on this topic
the Nordic countries can give us some solid input as well. This exchange
will contribute to real added value and will inspire the Benelux Parliament to
draft a strong recommendation with substance on the challenge of
interregional defence cooperation.

Skandinavisk oversettelse

Herr president! Kara kollegor! P& Beneluxparlamentets vagnar, i min
egenskap av president for Beneluxparlamentet, vill jag uttrycka min
tacksambhet till varden for Nordiska radets session for att ha bjudit in
delegationen fran Beneluxparlamentet. Var samverkan med Nordiska radet
och Baltiska radet ar en av de mest framgangsrika formerna av
interparlamentariskt samarbete.

Det ar en stor ara for mig att vara har i dag vid Nordiska radets 74:e
plenarsammantrade, dar tonvikten i debatten kommer att ligga pa sakerhet,
kriget i Ukraina och energi- och klimatkrisen. | den europeiska strategin ar
sjalvstandigheten det framsta malet for var generation. Benelux vill framja
en utveckling av vatgasenergin mot bakgrund av den bradskande
geostrategiska situationen och EU:s gréna ambitioner. Den 16 juni 2022
antog vi en rekommendation om en vatgasstrategi.

Efter tva ar av pandemi 6verskuggas nu vara parlamentariska debatter av
de tragiska handelserna i Ukraina. Vid sin session i mars 2022 fordémde
Beneluxparlamentet starkt Ryska federationens vapnade angrepp mot
Ukraina. | ett uttalande som antogs den 21 oktober 2022 fordémde
Beneluxparlamentet Ryska federationens olagliga annektering av fyra
provinser i Ukraina.

| fraga om samarbetet mellan regioner maste vi undersoka hur vi kan



utveckla vart samarbete ytterligare nar det galler interregionalt
forsvarssamarbete och att skydda cyberrymden och informationsomradet
mot desinformation och cyberattacker fran Ryska federationen. Vid vart
plenarsammantrade i december 2022 kommer vi att ha en aktuell debatt om
interregionalt forsvarssamarbete. Vi kommer att bjuda in vara kollegor fran
Nordiska radet, Baltiska radet och Natos parlamentariska forsamling att
delta i denna debatt. Jag ar 6vertygad om att de nordiska landerna kan
bidra med vardefulla synpunkter i denna fraga. Detta utbyte kommer att ge
ett genuint mervarde och inspirera Beneluxparlamentet att utarbeta en
kraftfull rekommendation om utmaningarna i det interregionala
forsvarssamarbetet.
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