138. Njall Trausti Friobertsson (Hovedindlaeq)

We in the NATO Parliamentary assembly make a lot of reports on the
general repertoire for the science and technology committee and what Mr.
Ballekom was talking about. Last year, for example, we made a report that |
signed about maritime critical infrastructure, about the fiber cables and the
gas and oil pipelines at sea, so that might be interesting for many of you to
look at.

Keere venner, jeg vil snakke pa engelsk.

Dear colleagues, dear friends. | would like to congratulate The Nordic
Council for its consistent efforts to strengthen Nordic state cooperation.
Stronger Nordic cooperation is an investment in the region’s peace and
stability. Unfortunately, as Nordic nations have drawn closer, the security
environment surrounding our region has degraded significantly.

Russia’s unprovoked and unjustified war in Ukraine has fundamentally
transformed the Euro-Atlantic security environment. Examples of this
abound here in the Nordic region, in what can also be called NATO’s
northern flank.

NATO'’s northern flank is changing rapidly. The Arctic region post cold war
motto, "High North, Low Tension”, is being steadily degraded by a new
reality of heated geopolitics, increased regional militarization, and grey-zone
brinkmanship. However, Sweden’s accession to NATO eatrlier this year,
following Finland in 2023, alters the strategic balance in the Baltic Sea and



the high north. This is good for the Nordic nations, and it is good for NATO.

Finland and Sweden in NATO also bring closer political cooperation,
including closer interparliamentary diplomacy and cooperation at the NATO
Parliamentery assembly. Parliamentary cooperation among NATO
governments is essential. Parlaments are a direct link between voters and
their governments.

NATOQO’s key purpose is to ensure collective defence against all threats from
all directions, and the transatlantic bond is indispensible to allied security.
The allies’ shared values, however, of individual liberty, human rights,
democracy and the rule of law have always been and will always be the
glue of the transatlantic bond. So stronger cooperation among our most
democratic institutions must remain a focus.

Closer cooperation with The Nordic Council and the NATO PA reinforces
Nordic interests. NATO advocates a 360 degree approach to security. A key
approach to implementing this lies in the allies’ regional expertise. Nordic
allies are leading NATQO’s adaptation across the Nordic region.

Our assembly looks forward to working more closely with all of you to
guarantee NATO’s new Nordic efforts, aligned with Nordic states’
interests. Together we can ensure the enduring character of this region’s
longstanding peace and stability.

Thank you — tak!

Skandinavisk overséattning

Vi i Natos parlamentariska forsamling skriver manga rapporter gallande
vetenskaps- och teknologikommitténs allméanna omrade. Vad géaller det som
herr Ballekom sade sa skrev vi till exempel i fjol en rapport, som jag
undertecknade, om kritisk infrastruktur for sjofart, om fiberkablarna och gas-
och oljeledningarna till havs, sa det kan vara intressant for manga av er.



Kara vanner, jag ska tala engelska.

Kara kollegor, kara vanner. Jag gratulerar Nordiska radet for dess
konsekventa insatser for att starka samarbetet mellan de nordiska landerna.
Ett 6kat nordiskt samarbete ar en investering i fred och stabilitet i regionen.
Medan de nordiska landerna har narmat sig varandra har
sakerhetssituationen kring var region tyvarr forsamrats avsevart.

Rysslands oprovocerade och oberattigade krig i Ukraina har i grunden
forandrat den euroatlantiska sakerhetsmiljon. Det finns manga exempel pa
detta har i Norden, som ocksa kan kallas Natos norra flank.

Natos norra flank ar i snabb forandring. Den arktiska regionens motto efter
det kalla kriget, "High North, Low Tension”, urholkas stadigt av en ny
verklighet med eldfangd geopolitik, 6kad regional militarisering och
balansgang i grazoner. Att Sverige anslot sig till Nato tidigare i ar, efter att
Finland gjort det 2023, férandrar dock den strategiska balansen i Ostersjon
och de nordligaste regionerna. Det ar bra for de nordiska landerna och bra
for Nato.

Finland och Sverige i Nato medfor ocksa ett tatare politiskt samarbete,
inklusive tatare diplomati och samarbete i Natos parlamentariska
forsamling. Det parlamentariska samarbetet mellan regeringarna i
Natolanderna ar mycket viktigt. Parlamenten ar direkta lankar mellan
valjarna och deras regeringar.

Natos huvudsakliga syfte ar att garantera ett kollektivt forsvar mot alla hot
fran alla hall, och de transatlantiska banden ar helt nodvandiga for de
allierades sakerhet. De allierades gemensamma varderingar om individens
frihet, de méanskliga rattigheterna, demokratin och rattsstatsprincipen ar och
forblir det lim som haller samman de transatlantiska banden. Ett 6kat
samarbete mellan vara mest demokratiska institutioner maste darfor sta
kvar i fokus.

Ett tatare samarbete med Nordiska radet och Natos parlamentariska
forsamling starker Nordens intressen. Nato foresprakar en 360 graders



strategi i fraga om sakerhet. De allierades kannedom om regionerna spelar
en nyckelroll i att genomféra detta. Natos allierade i Norden leder Nato-
anpassningen i hela Norden.

Var forsamling ser fram emot ett narmare samarbete med er alla for att
sakerstalla Natos nya nordiska insatser, i linje med de nordiska staternas
intressen. Tillsammans kan vi sékerstalla den langvariga freden och
stabiliteten i denna region.

Tack!
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