242. Dame Eleanor Laing (Inlagg)

Thank you, Madam President. Forgive me, | thought | was listening to what
you were saying, and then | realized that | hadn't a clue of what you were
saying, | beg your pardon, because | had left the headset behind.

But thank you very much and thank you all for the invitation to attend this
extremely important meeting of the Nordic Council. It's a great pleasure for
your international guests to be here in this beautiful, bright, elegant
chamber - quite a contrast for some of us to what we are used to at home.

It's greatly to be welcomed that the Nordic Council Presidium has chosen
for the seminar that follows later on today the topic of the impact of artificial
intelligence on geopolitics and democracy. This is a very timely subject - as
far as we are concerned - for discussion, because today the United
Kingdom Prime Minister Rishi Sunak is convening a summit on Al safety.
He is welcoming to London national leaders and Al experts from all over the
world to discuss the global long-term future of Al and the benefits and risks
that it brings. It's terribly important that we can all work as we are doing here
with our international partners to bring benefits to our people from the
opportunities that Al brings while recognizing the risks. And it's important
that we can come together to take the long-term decisions to do what is
right and necessary to keep us all safe.

| was very pleased to be able to attend your 73rd meeting in Copenhagen.
Much has happened on the international stage over the two years that have
passed since then. We were all - as has been mentioned many times today
- shocked by the brutal invasion of Ukraine and the illegal and aggressive
war that has been waged there by Russia. The importance of the NATO



alliance has therefore never been more evident.

| vividly remember this vital matter being addressed two years ago in
Copenhagen. Jens Stoltenberg, Secretary General of NATO, spoke with
great energy then, as indeed he did here yesterday. And when he was
questioned in Copenhagen about Finland and Sweden possibly joining
NATO, | remember how he answered very positively. And | remember
vividly how well his positive response was received by his audience and
especially his international audience here at the council.

United Kingdom warmly welcomes Finland's accession and looks forward to
the early completion of the ratification process for Sweden's swift accession.

Those exchanges in Copenhagen and the discussions here this week truly
reflect the need and, indeed, the enthusiasm for ever greater cooperation
amongst our countries. We really appreciate the strategic position both
geographically and socially of the Nordic Council.

These are dangerous and uncertain times. It's more important than ever
that we stand together, that we defend human rights, that we uphold
democracy, that we fight for our principles and values, and that freedom
prevails. Madam President, the UK will always be a firm friend of the Nordic
Council, and we're delighted to be invited here today to participate in this
excellent conference. Thank you very much!

Skandinavisk 6versattning

Tack, fru president. Ursakta mig, jag trodde att jag lyssnade pa vad ni sade,
men sedan insag jag att jag inte hade en aning om vad ni sade, jag ber om
ursakt, for jag hade lamnat horlurarna bakom mig.

Men tack sa mycket, och tack till er alla for denna inbjudan att delta i
Nordiska radets oerhort viktiga session. Det &r ett stort noje for era
internationella gaster att besoka denna vackra, ljusa, eleganta kammare —



en stor kontrast till vad en del av oss ar vana vid hemma.

Det ar mycket gladjande att Nordiska radets presidium har valt den
artificiella intelligensens inverkan pa geopolitiken och demokratin som tema
for seminariet senare i dag. For var del ar detta ett mycket aktuellt
samtalsamne, eftersom Storbritanniens premiarminister Rishi Sunak i dag
sammankallat ett toppmdte om Al-sékerhet. Han valkomnar statschefer och
experter pa Al fran hela varlden till London for att diskutera den globala
framtiden for Al pa lang sikt och de fordelar och risker som den medfér. Det
ar oerhort viktigt att vi alla kan samarbeta liksom vi gor har med vara
internationella partner, sa att vara medborgare kan dra nytta av férdelarna
med Al samtidigt som vi tar hansyn till riskerna. Och det ar viktigt att vi kan
traffas for att fatta langsiktiga beslut om de atgarder som behovs for att
halla oss alla sékra.

Det var mycket angenamt att fa delta i er 73:e session i Kdpenhamn.
Mycket har hant pa den internationella scenen under de tva ar som har gatt
sedan dess. Vi blev alla — vilket har namnts manga ganger i dag —
chockerade av den brutala invasionen av Ukraina och det olagliga och
aggressiva krig som Ryssland har fort dar. Natoalliansens betydelse har
darfor aldrig varit mer pataglig an nu.

Jag minns tydligt att denna viktiga fraga togs upp for tva ar sedan i
Kopenhamn. Natos generalsekreterare Jens Stoltenberg talade da med
stort engagemang, precis som han gjorde har i gar. | Képenhamn fick han
fragor om ett eventuellt Natomedlemskap for Finland och Sverige, och jag
minns att han gav ett mycket positivt svar. Och jag minns tydligt hur val
hans positiva respons togs emot av ahorarna och sarskilt de internationella
ahorarna i radet.

Storbritannien valkomnar varmt Finlands intrdde och hoppas att
ratificeringen av Sveriges intrade ska kunna slutféras inom kort.

Samtalen i Kdpenhamn och diskussionerna har i Oslo denna vecka
aterspeglar verkligen behovet av och entusiasmen for ytterligare samarbete
mellan vara lander. Vi uppskattar verkligen Nordiska radets strategiska



position i geografiskt och socialt avseende.

Vi lever i farliga och ovissa tider. Det &r viktigare an nagonsin att vi star
enade, att vi forsvarar de manskliga rattigheterna, att vi varnar om
demokratin, att vi kampar for vara principer och varderingar och att frihet
rader. Fru president, Storbritannien kommer alltid att vara en nara van till
Nordiska radet och vi ar glada over att fa delta i denna utmarkta konferens.
Tack sa mycket!
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