246. Henrik Mgller (Inlagg)

Thank you. | will do it in English even though | speak Danish.

Dear colleagues, honourable President. The cooperation between the
Nordic Council and the Baltic Sea Parliamentarian Conference, BSPC, has
from the very beginning and for decades been as close as possible. The
fact that | am speaking here today as president of the BSPC and at the
same time as a member of the Nordic Council underlines this connection.
Today, | wish to shed light on the paramount priorities set by the Danish
presidency for the BSPC to be deepened in 2023 and 2024, focusing on
safety in the Baltic region through the lenses of energy supply security,
defence, and climate change. Energy supply security is the life block of our
economies and a fundamental component of our regional stability.

In the face of a global energy challenge, we must unite to ensure the
uninterrupted flow of energy resources within the Baltic Sea region. Our
strategy for 2023 and 2024 calls for greater collaboration on energy
diversification, increased investments in renewable sources, and the
development of a robust energy infrastructure.

Defence, as we have heard during this Nordic Council session, remains a
cornerstone of our regional security architecture. In these times of war, the
Baltic Sea region faces complex security challenges. The annual
conference of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly in Copenhagen in the
beginning of October clearly showed how crucial close parliamentarian
cooperation regarding defence issues is, particularly in times of
fundamentally changing strategic and geostrategic conditions. By fostering
unity and cohesion we will enhance the security of our nations, defend our



values, strengthen our democratic resilience, and contribute to the overall
stability in the Baltic Sea region.

The most pressing issue of our time, climate change, knows no borders.
During the Danish presidency we will intensify our efforts to reduce carbon
emissions, promote sustainable practices, and adapt to the changing
climate. Our ambitious call for action by the governments of the
democracies of the Baltic Sea envisions a Baltic Sea region at the forefront
of global climate action. Furthermore, as we deliberate on these priorities,
we must remember that our region's future lies in the hands of our youth.
Engaging and empowering young people is paramount to the success of
our endeavours. During our annual conference, the BSPC has actively
involved young people in shaping our strategies and policies, fostering a
sense of ownership and responsibility for the Baltic Sea region's future.

In conclusion, the Baltic Sea region is at a crossroads facing complex
challenges that demand our collective attention. Let's work together with
unwavering commitment and cooperation on a future for the Baltic Sea
region that is safe, green, and filled with opportunity for our youth. We will of
course include the results of this Nordic Council session in our further
BSPC deliberations. Thank you very much.'

Skandinavisk 6versattning
Tack. Jag kommer att halla mitt tal pa engelska trots att jag talar danska.

Kara kollegor, arade president. Nordiska radet och den parlamentariska
Ostersjokonferensen, BSPC, har allt sedan borjan och genom artiondena
haft ett mycket nara samarbete. Att jag har talar bade som ordférande for
BSPC och som medlem i Nordiska radet understryker detta samband. | dag
ska jag beratta om de Overgripande prioriteringar Danmark gjort som
ordférandeland for BSPC och som ska utvecklas ytterligare under 2023 och
2024 med tyngdpunkt p& sakerheten i Ostersjoregionen gallande
energiforsorjning, forsvar och klimatférandringar. En saker energiférsorjning



ar livsviktig for var ekonomi och en grundlaggande komponent i var
regionala stabilitet.

Vi maste tillsammans moéta de globala energiutmaningarna for att trygga ett
oavbrutet flode av energiresurser i Ostersjoregionen. Var strategi for 2023
och 2024 kraver 6kat samarbete for att diversifiera energiférsorjningen,
Okade investeringar i fornybara kallor samt en stark energiinfrastruktur.

Forsvaret ar, liksom vi har hort under denna session i Nordiska radet,
fortfarande en hornsten i var regionala sakerhetsarkitektur. | dessa tider av
krig star Ostersjoregionen infor stora sakerhetsutmaningar. Natos
parlamentariska férsamlings arliga konferens i Kdpenhamn i borjan av
oktober visade tydligt vikten av ett nara parlamentariskt samarbete |
forsvarsfragor, sarskilt da de strategiska och geostrategiska
omstandigheterna férandrats fundamentalt. Genom att frAmja enhet och
sammanhallning kan vi 6ka sakerheten i vara nationer, forsvara vara
varderingar, starka var demokratiska motstandskraft och bidra till den
allmanna stabiliteten i Ostersjéregionen.

Den mest akuta fragan i var tid, klimatférandringarna, kéanner inga granser.
Under det danska ordforandeskapet kommer vi att 6ka vara anstrangningar
for att minska koldioxidutslappen, framja hallbara metoder och anpassa oss
till det forandrade klimatet. Vi uppmanar regeringarna i de demokratiska
landerna kring Ostersjon till handling och utgar ifran att Ostersjoregionen
ska vara en drivande kraft i det globala klimatarbetet. Nar vi diskuterar
dessa prioriteringar maste vi dessutom komma ihag att framtiden for var
region ligger i vara ungdomars hander. For att lyckas i vara anstrangningar
maste vi engagera unga manniskor och géra dem delaktiga. BSPC har
under sin arliga konferens aktivt engagerat unga manniskor for att utforma
strategier och policyer och framja en kénsla av agarskap och ansvar for
Ostersjoregionens framtid.

Sammanfattningsvis star Ostersjéregionen infér stora utmaningar som
kraver var kollektiva uppmarksamhet. Lat oss samarbeta med orubbligt
engagemang for att framtiden i Ostersjoregionen ska vara trygg, grén och
fylld av mojligheter for vara ungdomar. Vi ska naturligtvis ta upp resultaten



fran Nordiska radets session i vara fortsatta diskussioner i BSPC. Tack sa
mycket.
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