123. Svjatlana Tsichano?skaja (Answers to
guestions)

First of all | have to say that there is so much talk about abduction of
Ukranian children to Russia. | have to say, that Lukasjenka's regime is also
participating in this crime. And they have to be brought to accountability for
this crime. Many Ukrainan children have been abducted with the help of the
regime on Belarusian territory as well. The International Accountability
Platform for Belarus is collecting this evidence so we can elaborate on this
issue as well.

Of course, young people in Belarus are being brainwashed by the
Belarusian regime. Many KGB people are now working in schools and even
in kindergartens and just brainwashing the small children by saying that
Lukasjenka is our father, that Russia is our ally. They are not saying a word
about Ukraine, except maybe only that they are our enemy, that NATO is
our enemy, that the whole democratic world is an enemy with their false
values. So this is what our children hear from this regime.

Of course, it is duty of democratic forces through alternative media using
this modern social networks now to deliver the truth and an alternative
vision to young people. Of course, we are using all these possibilies -
TikTok, Telegram, Instagram, YouTube, you know, everything - because we
are looking for interesting formats and platforms that will be interesting for
the young generation. But now there is no space for young people to be
vocal inside the country, because we have so many minors behind bars
because of the 2020 events. And young people inside the country are also
looking for safe formats or platforms to speak up about the country. Even



speaking the Belarusian language in Belarus is also a type of resistance,
because the Belarusian language, our official language, is almost forbidden
in Belarus. We experience massive Russification in Belarus, and now
people want to protest by speaking the Belarusian language. And | am so
glad to see TikTok reels in the Belarusian language that are recorded by
young people inside the country.

Our new generation is more free, more open to you in future, and they
understand the prospects of a European future for Belarus as well. Now
they also have to be mostly underground, but they are more creative, more
inventive, and we are of course collaborating with young people inside the
country. We don't want to be divided into those who are in excile and those
who are in Belarus. We don't want to live in bubbles but to have all these
connections. That is why | am asking for more opportunities for Belarusian
youth in Europe. Thank you.

Skandinavisk oversattning

For det forsta maste jag saga att det talas valdigt mycket om att ukranska
barn blir bortforda till Ryssland. Jag maste konstatera att Lukasjenkas regim
ocksa deltar i dessa brott, och den maste stéllas till svars for dessa brott.
Manga ukrainska barn har bortférts med hjalp av regimen aven pa
belarusiskt territorium. Internationella plattformen for ansvarighet i Belarus
samlar in bevis sa att vi kan ga narmare in pa denna fraga.

Naturligtvis hjarntvattas ungdomar i Belarus av den belarusiska regimen.
Manga KGB-anstallda arbetar nu i skolor och till och med i férskolor och
hjarntvattar de sma barnen genom att saga att Lukasjenka ar var far, att
Ryssland ar var allierade. De sager inte ett ord om Ukraina, forutom kanske
att de ar var fiende, att Nato ar var fiende, att hela den demokratiska
varlden ar en fiende med falska varderingar. Det ar alltsa vad vara barn far
hora av denna regim.

Det ar naturligtvis de demokratiska krafternas plikt att genom alternativa



medier och med hjalp av moderna sociala natverk nu formedla sanningen
och en alternativ syn till ungdomarna. Vi utnyttjar naturligtvis alla dessa
mojligheter - TikTok, Telegram, Instagram, YouTube, ni vet, allt - eftersom
vi sOker intressanta format och plattformar som intresserar den unga
generationen. Men nu finns det inget utrymme for ungdomar att uttrycka sig
inom landet, eftersom vi har sa manga minderariga bakom galler pa grund
av handelserna 2020. Och ungdomar i landet soker ocksa sékra format eller
plattformar for att saga sin asikt om landet. Att tala belarusiska i Belarus ar
ocksa ett slags motstand, eftersom det belarusiska spraket, vart officiella
sprak, nastan ar forbjudet i Belarus. Vi upplever en massiv forryskning av
Belarus, och nu vill folk protestera genom att tala det belarusiska spraket.
Och jag &r sa glad att se videosnuttar pa det belarusiska spraket pa TikTok,
inspelade av ungdomar i landet.

Var nya generation ar friare, oppnare for nya saker, for framtiden, och de
forstar ocksa utsikterna till en framtid i Europa for Belarus. Nu maste de
mestadels agera i hemlighet, men de ar kreativa, uppfinningsrika, och vi
samarbetar naturligtvis med unga méanniskor i landet. Vi vill inte delas in i
sadana som lever i exil och sadana som bor i Belarus. Vi vill inte leva i en
bubbla, utan vi vill ha kontakter. Det ar darfor jag efterlyser fler mojligheter
for belarusiska ungdomar i Europa. Tack.
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