134. Andrius Kup?inskas (Main speech)

Thank you very much. Dear chairwoman, dear Madame President, dear
colleagues, dear guests from parliamentary organisations.

| would like to kindly thank you for inviting the Baltic Assembly to participate
in your session and for a strong and active cooperation throughout this
year. It is truly encouraging to see that despite the many challenges we face
today, our cooperation continues and has become stronger and stronger.

Just two weeks ago, members of the Nordic Council visited our Baltic
Assembly session in Vilnius where we focused on strengthening Baltic
cooperation across different sectors as well as for instance collaboration
among like-minded nations. The most highlighted topic through this year's
session in the Baltic Assembly was the same: our unwavering strong
support to Ukraine. This made me think that we sometimes forget to
properly thank our Ukrainian friends for standing on the frontline against the
threat to our cooperation and a free Europe. This war is not just about
Ukraine; it is a fight for our future in Europe and the shared values that unite
us all in this room and all around Europe.

Dear friends, supporting Ukraine is more than just solidarity. The Ukranian
people are making incredible sacrifices to defend their homes and facilities
against Russian aggression. By giving military, humanitarian and financial
aid, we are standing up for justice and for the right of nations to decide their
own future. Their bravery and resilience deserves our full support. But let us
be clear: Our support for Ukraine is not just about humanitarian aid or
military assistance; it is about sending the clear message to all the world
that aggression and tyranny will not be tolerated at all. By continuing our



support to Ukraine, we are defending the core principles of democracy,
human rights and peace.

The Baltic states saw this fight early on. This year we marked, as | said, the
35-year anniversary of our Baltic way. In this occasion two million people
from free nations - Latvians, Estonians and Lithuanians - stood in a 650 km
in one united chain. We know what Soviet occupation is, and we have lived
with it for 50 years. Now we are celebrating 35 years of independence:
three independent nations. But independence should also be celebrated by
Ukrainians, Belarusians and other ex-Soviet nations. We should fight for
this.

In conclusion, | want to thank you for your support of Ukraine - and the
countries as well. It is more important now than ever that we stand together.
Our unity sends the powerful message to all the world that we will not back
down in the face of aggression. By working together we can ensure a safer
and more stable future for our nations. Let us continue to support each
other to remain steadfast in our commitment to peace and democracy.

And in the end, | finish my presidency for the Baltic Assembly. Next year the
presidency is going to our neighbours in Latvia. Let me thank all of you for
the cooperation, but not cooperation only for this year, nor only for decades,
but for a hundred years. If | could recommend a book, a popular book in
Lithuania, it is a book about our one hundred years of cooperation. It is
about the fellowship of our nations around the Baltic Sea. This popular book
is about our duchess, also the Finnish duchess and the queen of Sweden:
Kotryna Jogailait?. | recommend you to translate it into the Nordic
languages, because next year in the Lithuanian Parliament we named the
Kotryna Jogailait? year, because 500 years ago the Lithuanian Grand
Duchess was born in Lithuania. She was our duchess and she was also the
gueen of Sweden. So let us in the Baltic, North and Arctic Sea unite us for
victories for more than 500 years in future. Thank you very much.

Skandinavisk overséattning



Tack sa mycket. Kara ordférande, kara fru president, kara kolleger, kara
gaster fran parlamentariska organisationer.

Jag vill tacka er for att ni har bjudit in Baltiska radet att delta i ert
sammantrade och for ett starkt och aktivt samarbete under hela aret. Det ar
verkligen uppmuntrande att se att vart samarbete fortsatter och har blivit allt
starkare, trots att vi star infor manga utmaningar i dag.

For bara tva veckor sedan bestkte medlemmar i Nordiska radet Baltiska
radets session i Vilnius, dar vi fokuserade pa att starka samarbetet mellan
olika sektorer i Baltikum och ocksa med likasinnade nationer. Det mest
uppmarksammade temat vid Baltiska radets session i ar var oférandrat: vart
orubbliga stdd till Ukraina. Det slog mig att vi ibland glommer att ordentligt
tacka vara ukrainska vanner, som statt i frontlinjen mot det hot som riktas
mot vart samarbete och ett fritt Europa. Detta krig handlar inte bara om
Ukraina; det ar en kamp for var framtid i Europa och de gemensamma
varderingar som forenar oss alla i denna sal och 6ver hela Europa.

Kara vanner, att stodja Ukraina ar mer an bara solidaritet. Det ukrainska
folket gor otroliga uppoffringar for att forsvara sina hem och sin infrastruktur
mot rysk aggression. Genom militart, humanitart och ekonomiskt bistand
forsvarar vi rattvisan och nationernas ratt att bestamma om sin egen
framtid. Deras mod och kristalighet fortjanar vart fulla stod. Men lat oss vara
tydliga: Vart stod till Ukraina handlar inte bara om humanitart eller militart
bistand; det handlar om att sénda ett tydligt budskap till hela varlden om att
vi inte tolererar aggression och tyranni i nagon form. Genom att fortsatta
stddja Ukraina forsvarar vi de grundlaggande principerna om demokrati,
manskliga rattigheter och fred.

De baltiska staterna bevittnade denna strid i ett tidigt skede. | ar firade vi,
som jag sade, 35-arsdagen av den Baltiska kedjan. Tva miljoner manniskor
fran tre nationer - letter, ester och litauer - bildade da en kedja pa 650
kilometer. Vi vet vad den sovjetiska ockupationen innebar och vi levde med
den i 50 ars tid. Nu firar vi 35 ar av sjalvstandighet: tre sjalvstandiga
nationer. Men ocksa ukrainare, belarusier och andra fore detta
sovjetnationer borde fa fira sin sjalvstandighet. Vi bor kampa for detta.



Avslutningsvis vill jag tacka er for ert stdd till Ukraina. Nu ar det viktigare an
nagonsin att vi star enade. Var enighet sander ett kraftfullt budskap till hela
varlden att vi inte kommer att backa infor aggression. Genom samarbete
kan vi trygga en sakrare och mer stabil framtid for vara nationer. Lat oss
fortséatta att stodja varandra for att varna om vart engagemang for fred och
demokrati.

Till slut: Jag kommer att avsluta mitt ordforandeskap i Baltiska radet. Nasta
ar overtar vara grannar i Lettland ordférandeskapet. Jag vill tacka er alla for
samarbetet, men inte bara for samarbetet detta ar, inte bara for artionden,
utan for hundra ar. Om jag far rekommendera en enda bok, en popular bok i
Litauen, sa &r det en bok om vara hundra ar av samarbete. Den handlar om
den gemenskap kring Ostersjon som vara nationer bildar. Denna populara
bok handlar om var hertiginna, ocksa hertiginna av Finland och drottning av
Sverige: Kotryna Jogailait?. Jag rekommenderar er att dversatta boken till
de nordiska spraken, for i det litauiska parlamentet firar vi nasta ar Kotryna
Jogailait?s ar eftersom det &r 500 ar sedan hon foddes i Litauen. Hon var
var hertiginna och ocksa Sveriges drottning. Lat gynnsamma vindar i
Ostersjon, Nordsjon och Norra ishavet forena oss for mer an 500
framgangsrika ar till. Tack sa mycket.
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