Laine Randjarv (Hovedindlaeg)

President, members of the Nordic Council, dear colleagues,

it is always a sincere pleasure to be at the session of the Nordic Council. |
am impressed by the discussions that were held yesterday during the
opening session. We, the Baltic states, have still a ot to learn from you.
This time we meet at a truly critical time. New dangers and old challenges
seem to be activating almost every day wherever we look. Military conflicts
in close and distant neighbourhoods, climate change, energy supply and
security, as well as ebola outbreak are just some of them.

Sure, we are concerned about all of these challenges. But most of all, we
are worried about the ongoing turbulences in Ukraine. Although the final
results of the elections are not known yet, we witness developments which
hopefully bring democratic processes and normal life back to the people.
There will be no peace, security or prosperity in Europe unless we find a
way to truly enforce and to revalidate the agreements that we all have
signed. We must prevent dividing of countries into spheres of influence, and
that can be done only if we assess all facts clearheadedly.

In this regard, | call the Nordic Council to join our support programmes for
the EU Eastern Partnership countries. In this context, | would like to
underline that we appreciate the networking, we, the Baltic Assembly and
the Nordic Council on presidium level, have commenced with the Visegrad
countries on the EU Eastern Partnership.

Colleagues,



only a few dags ago, the Baltic parliamentarians held their annual session
of the Baltic Assembly. Those of you who attended our session could see
that we are open and committed to the Baltic-Nordic cooperation.
Cooperation between our two organisations is a unique tool and it should be
oriented among other things towards innovation, smart specialisation,
research and development and used for implementing realistic and practical
initiatives. But | think that the most important issue to our region is a secure
and independent energy network. Without that, we cannot boost our
economic growth and competitiveness, as well as position the Baltic-Nordic
region more broadly and aggressively in the global. Only together we have
a chance to succeed.

So let us keep in mind solidarity, responsibility and involvement — the
fundamental principles of international cooperation. And at the same time
let us be smart and creative — let us be the chess players rather than merely
chessmen.

| thank you for your attention and wish you all success in your session.
Skandinavisk oversettelse
President, medlemmar av Nordiska radet, kara kollegor.

Det ar alltid ett sant noje att narvara vid Nordiska radets session. Jag ar
imponerad av debatterna som holls héar i gar under 6ppnandet av
sessionen. Vi, de baltiska staterna, har annu mycket att lara oss av er.
Denna gang star vi infor ett verkligt kritiskt skede. Nya faror och gamla
utmaningar forefaller aktiveras nastan varje dag vart vi an ser. Militara
konflikter ndra och fjarran, klimatférandringen, energiresurser och sakerhet
saval som ebolaepidemin &r bara nagra av dem.

Det ar klart att vi ar oroade over alla dessa utmaningar. Men mest av allt ar
vi oroade 6ver den pagaende turbulensen i Ukraina. Aven om det slutliga
valresultatet inte &nnu ar kant ser vi en utveckling som férhoppningsvis
aterger folket den demokratiska processen och det vanliga livet. Fred,
sakerhet och valstand kan inte existera i Europa om vi inte finner ett satt att



verkstalla och fornya de overenskommelser vi alla har undertecknat. Vi
maste forebygga en uppdelning av lander i intressesfarer, och det kan ske
bara om vi klartankt bedomer alla fakta.

| detta avseende ber jag Nordiska radet att delta i vara stodprogram for
lAnderna i EU:s Ostliga partnerskap. | detta sammanhang vill jag
understryka att vi vardesatter den natverksbildning som vi, Baltiska radets
och Nordiska radets presidier, har inlett med Visegrad-gruppen gallande det
Ostliga partnerskapet.

Kollegor.

For bara nagra dagar sedan sammantradde de baltiska
parlamentsledamoterna till Baltiska radets arliga session. De av er som
narvarade vid sessionen kunde se att vi forhaller oss 6ppet och engagerat
till det baltisk-nordiska samarbetet. Samarbetet mellan vara tva
organisationer ar ett unikt verktyg och det borde inriktas bland annat pa
innovation, smart specialisering, forskning och utveckling och anvandas for
att implementera realistiska och praktiska initiativ. Men jag tror att den
viktigaste fragan for var region ar ett séakert och oberoende energinat. Utan
det kan vi inte 6ka var ekonomiska tillvaxt och konkurrenskraft och starka
den baltisk-nordiska regionens stallning globalt. Endast tillsammans har vi
en chans att lyckas.

Lat oss alltsd komma ihag solidariteten, ansvarsfullheten och
engagemanget — de fundamentala principerna for internationellt samarbete.
Och lat oss samtidigt vara smarta och kreativa — lat oss vara schackspelare
snharare an bara schackpjaser.

Jag tackar for er uppmarksamhet och dnskar er all lycka med er session.
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