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Call for applications for funding for the project “Method Development for Increased Participation” 
The Nordic Council of Ministers’ Secretariat hereby invites eligible organisations working with citizens in the Nordic countries to apply for funding for the project “Method Development for Increased Participation”. Eligible applicants include municipal, regional, and national authorities, universities, colleges, research institutions, civil society organisations, associations, networks, and other non-profit organisations, registered in one of the Nordic countries.

1. Background 
The state of democracy – and the present challenges towards it – are important issues for all the Nordic countries. The Nordic countries are united by a long and strong tradition of democracy, with high social trust. However, geopolitical, and digital developments have brought new and complex challenges, which test the democratic institutions and values that have long been taken for granted. At the same time, the conditions and interest for actively participating in current democratic structures are being challenged, not least amongst the youth. It is therefore crucial that the Nordic countries monitor and respond to developments, to ensure that future societies are also permeated by trust and democratic principles. There is a need for new ways to strengthen citizens' democratic participation, contribution, and influence in decision-making processes. 

There are several organisations across the Nordic region that, in various ways, work to develop and implement models for increased participation and democratic competence, for example through citizen panels, dialogue models, and various types of digital platforms. The Nordic Council of Ministers wishes to have an overview of these efforts across the region, learn from best practices, and receive recommendations of models that could be developed for or replicable across the Nordic countries and regions. The overview should also include attention to youth and youth involvement.

The Nordic Council of Ministers considers that mapping and recommending participatory models and methods across the Nordic region offers a clear Nordic added value that cannot be achieved through national efforts alone. Strengthening democratic participation and civic engagement contributes directly to the Vision 2030 objective of a socially sustainable Nordic region, characterised by shared values, inclusion, and cohesion.  On this basis, the Nordic Council of Ministers launches an open call for the project “Method Development for Increased Participation”, resulting in a report in English or a Scandinavian language (Danish, Norwegian or Swedish). 

2. Purpose and task
The aim of this project is to strengthen knowledge and skills about democratic participation, and developing and disseminating concrete models and methods that can enhance citizens’ participation and influence in decision-making processes across the Nordic region.

The grant recipient must conduct a mapping of the participatory models, methods, tools and frameworks used in the Nordic countries with the aim of delivering a report showcasing the mapping findings, national experiences and suggestions for policy development and models for enhanced participation in decision-making processes across the Nordic region. One of the models must have been tested.

The project is expected to contribute to the achievement of Vision 2030, the Nordic countries’ joint vision of a greener, more competitive, and socially sustainable Nordic region. 

The project should generate Nordic added value. The outcome should strengthen the ability to address common challenges related to participation and democracy in the Nordic region. 

The project should integrate the three cross mainstreaming priorities of the Nordic Council of Ministers: an environmental and climate perspective, a gender equality perspective, and a child rights and youth perspective. See further here. 

The project should contribute to delivering Nordic solutions that concretely help address the challenges in the Nordic region, up-to-date and in-demand new knowledge that can be used for policy development in the Nordic countries, as well as platforms for Nordic collaboration to bring the region’s stakeholders closer together.

3. Method/Approach
The project should take outset in the Nordic countries’ different approaches to democratic participation. The applicants are to provide a description of the suggested approach and methodology for undertaking the assignment.

The grant recipient and possible partners are expected to carry out the project in line with the criteria set out in this open call, paying attention to the time schedule proposed below.

4. Deliverables
The grant recipient must generate a report in English, or a Scandinavian language (Danish, Norwegian or Swedish) as agreed between the Parties. The report should provide an overview of participatory models, methods, tools, and frameworks used in the Nordic countries (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden) and the autonomous regions (Faroe Islands, Greenland and the Åland Islands). The report should include at least two samples from each Nordic country and one example from each autonomous region, although additional examples are expected. The report must also include recommendations on which of these, or new, models, methods, tools and frameworks could be further developed for, or replicated across the Nordic countries and autonomous regions. 

The models included in the report are expected to be suitable for implementation at the Nordic level. One of the models is expected to be applied and tested during the project period in three or more of the Nordic countries and/or the autonomous regions. The models can be entirely new concepts, but they could also involve scaling up and developing qualified national projects to the Nordic level. 

In addition to the report, the grant recipient is expected to develop a communication plan for the effective dissemination and implementation of the identified models. 

5. Project duration and budget  
The proposed time schedule for the project is as follows:
· Start of the mapping and analysis work: As soon as the open call has been completed, foreseen to be no later than 1. September. 
· Data collection and meetings with stakeholders
· Developing model(s) to be implemented 
· Status report with preliminary findings: Should be submitted, as an input to a status meeting, 11. December 2026. 
· Presentation and final report: No later than 1. March 2027
· Follow up and budget reporting: No later than 30. April 2027
Applicants are expected to submit a draft work plan outlining each phase of the project, actions, timeline, and deliverables.
The grant will be awarded to one applicant on a basis of an assessment of the project application. The project budget is set at Danish kroner (DKK) 950 000. Applications must be submitted in DKK.
Applications must include a standardised budget. The budget should cover all costs associated with the proposed solution including the costs of all tasks, travel and accommodation, participation in all meetings and communication. General guidelines for the budget can be found in the budget guidelines.

Eligible costs may include, among others: Collaboration, networking and exchange of experience; project management and work efforts; knowledge, methodology and analytical work; communication and dissemination of results; minor production and administrative costs. 

Non-eligible costs: Investments in physical infrastructure, major equipment, or machinery; costs for activities that have been carried out before the project start; salary costs for staff who are not directly working within the project; commercial or profit-driven activities; regular operating costs (exception as described in 3.3.6 in budget guidelines).

6. Application, application process and receipt of the project grant 
Applicants apply for the grant for the project by submitting a description of the solution (project description) with a timetable for the project's activities, the purpose of which is to guide project participants (both internal and external) throughout the project duration and guide the Nordic Council of Ministers along the way. 

· Questions regarding the open call can be sent to torson@norden.org by 29 July 2026.

· Applications is to be sent to demokrati@norden.org no later than 12 August 2026. 

Applications, annexes and the budget must be submitted in English and in PDF format. 

By submitting an application, the applicant agrees that the Nordic Council of Ministers can process it, and any personal data it contains electronically.

The applicant whose description of the solution/project description is judged to be the most qualified to carry out the project in accordance with this call and the eligibility criteria set out below, will be awarded the entire grant. The Nordic Council of Ministers reserves the right to launch a new call for applications, if no suitable applications are received. 

The applicant who is awarded the grant must agree to subsequently submit the project description again, including a detailed budget, in the Nordic Council of Ministers' digital grant system, described in the Guidance.

The contract will be subject to the standard terms of the Nordic Council of Ministers, unless otherwise agreed upon.

7. Eligibility criteria 
Applications will be assessed according to what extent the proposed solution:
· strengthens knowledge and skills about democratic participation
· develops concrete models and methods that can enhance citizens’ participation and influence in decision-making processes across the Nordic region
· contains suggestions to generated knowledge, methods or approaches that can be used beyond the project period and shared with relevant actors across the Nordic region
· involves relevant stakeholders across sectors, including public authorities, civil society organisations, educational institutions and young people
· gives young people meaningful influence and an active role as co-creators rather than solely as participants or recipients of activities
· addresses cross sectoral perspectives (environmental, climate, gender equality, and child rights and youth perspectives). See further here 
· contributes to Vision 2030 and the priorities for 2026 to 2030, including the development of Nordic solutions to shared challenges, the generation of relevant knowledge for policy development and the strengthening of Nordic cooperation and exchange
· presents clear and realistic objectives, activities, timelines, and organisational arrangements. Consideration will be given to the applicant’s relevant experience, the qualifications of the proposed project team, and the extent to which relevant expertise is documented through short CVs for key practitioners. Furthermore, consideration will be given to the applicants’ cooperation or established contacts with relevant partners in other Nordic countries or autonomous regions, as well as the clarity of the proposed working methods, project management arrangements and division of responsibilities between partners
· contains a realistic, cost efficient, clear and transparent budget proposal


	360DocumentDate 
360DocumentNo
360CaseOurRefInitials




1/5

image1.bin

image2.bin

