118. Pinja Perholehto (Spgrgsmal)

Dear Mrs. Tsichano?skaja, thank you for the speech and, above all, for your
fight for democracy. When authoritarian leaders silence democracy or wage
aggressive wars, it is not only about the control or territorial gains, but also
about the attempt to subjugate and strip away the right to a free culture.

One way to counter the brutal suppression of civil society and to support
active citizenship is through education. Norway stands as a valuable
example of this among the Nordic countries. Through the students at RIS
programme, at least 146 students have been given the opportunity to
pursue a higher education. And | know you already mentioned a few things,
but | would still like to ask if there are any further ways that we in the Nordic
countries together and virtually can further promote especially academic
freedom and support your civil society through that.

Skandinavisk Oversattning

Kara fru Tsichano?skaja, tack for ditt tal och framfor allt for din kamp for
demokrati. Nar auktoritara ledare vill tysta demokratin eller utk&mpar
aggressiva krig handlar det inte bara om kontroll eller om att erévra
territorier, utan ocksa om ett forsok att underkuva manniskor och ta bort
ratten till en fri kultur.

Utbildning ar ett satt att motverka det brutala undertryckandet av
medborgarsamhallet och sttdja ett aktivt samhallsengagemang. Bland de
nordiska landerna ar Norge ett vardefullt exempel pa detta. Minst 146



studenter har tack vare RIS-programmet fatt mojlighet att inleda en hogre
utbildning. Och jag vet att du redan har namnt nagra saker, men jag vill
anda fraga vad vi i de nordiska landerna tillsammans och pa individniva
ytterligare kunde gora for att framja sarskilt den akademiska friheten och pa
det sattet stodja ert medborgarsamhalle.
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